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12      A MODEL PARISH PRIEST
John Capgrave (1393-1464) was born at Lynn, where he became head
of the Austin Friary, and finally Provincial of his Order in England He
was a voluminous writer, mostly in Latin; his chief patron was Humphrey,
Duke of Gloucester. His Life of St Gilbert is founded on the official
Latin life of the saint It was dedicated to the then Master of the Order
of Sempringham and especially intended (as the author tells us hi his own
preface) "for the solitary women of your religion which unnethe can
understand Latin, that they may at vacant dmes read in this book the
great virtues of their master." The following extract is from E. K T. S.,
vol 140 (1910), pp. 62-5.
Thus man Gilbert was bore in that same place cleped
Sempingham. His fader was bore in Normandye, his modyr
lady of this place be-for seide. His fader as thei say was a
knyte of Normandye whech cam in-to this lond with Kyng
William at the Conquest and weddyd the lady of this place....
Than was this man medeled1 with too blodis, Norman of the
fader side, Englisch of the moderis side....So semeth it that
this man was not bore of no wrecchid nacion, ne of no servage,
but of puple2 gentil and fremanly and large3, both on the fadir
side and the modir. He was in his yong age and in his sim-
plinesse ful gracious, lich on-to Jacob, whom for his clennesse
and innocens the modir Rebecca, thorw inspiracion of God,
preferred to be lord of all his bretherin, lich as this man is
preferred to be may stir of al this religion.... He was at that
age set to skole and lerned groundly in thoo scienses whech
thei depe liberal, as gramer, retorik, logik and swecb4 othir.
But his corage5 at that tyrne was mor enclyned to lerne good
maneris than sotil conclusiones, eke be-cause aftirward that
he was ordeyned to be a techer of vertuous lyvyng, it was
convenient that he schuld first be a disciple in that, in schole
of honestie. - In al his yong age was he clene fro swech
vices as childyrn use, as lying, wauntown ragyn[g], and otMr
stynkyng condiciones. Evene thann be-gan he to be lich a
religious man, to whech lyf he was applied be* God.
In that same seculer lyf and in that tendyr age, he folowyd
1 mingled.       2 people.       * generous.       4 such.       * heart.       * -bj.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